
















































































ROADWAY ON PARADE

Captain Sonny Lisowskt, Chair, Venetian Night 2014
Photography by Liz Benedetto, Elizabeth Ashby, Inc.

[t was an historic evening as Venetian
Night was presented at Navy Pier for the
first time in its 54 year history. for many years,

during good weather and bad, Venetian Night was presented in
Monroe Harbor with over half a million viewers in its last years.
For 2014, the weather was great after a blustery start to the day,
and though not in the hall million category, the crowds in the
evening were large. It was a whole new experience for everyone,
though, as several commercial vessels participated in the parade of
boats for the first rime. Of course some of the

loyal entrants participated, too.

The Joseph Conrad Yacht Club brought their
flag ship, the Conrad over for use as the IR
headquarters for the day. Thanks are due to

Commodore Gregory Golabek and his able

team for providing retreshments for the

Skipper's Meeting. Thanks go to Cathy Bradley

for all her script work and to Chuck Goes for organizational
support. Joann Murphy was the gracious hostess for the VIP area.
As always, the Dock Masters under the leadership of Bob Hough
along with Marko Lucht, Mark Linen berg and 1 |c>}-'d Karzen
provided assistance docking the boats, getting them off for the

parade and helping when they returned

Working with Navy Pier brought a whole new perspective to the
event. Erika Taylor, Event Operations Coordinator; Jennifer Kramer,
Director of Entertainment and Special Events; and many others
from Navy Pier guaranteed a high level of professionalism. They
sponsored the Kick Off event aboard one of the Shoreline boats,
which provided much inspiration for everyone. We look forward to

working with them next year.
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LEFT: Jennifer Kramer, Director of Entertainment & Special Events, Navy Pier
MIDDLE: Betty Lernier, Past Commodore, Publisher/Editorin-Chief Yachting in Chicago Magazine
RIGHT: Elieen LaCario, Vice President, Broadway in Chicago

The judges were Jennifer Kramer, Director of Entertainment for

Navy Pier; Bileen LaCario, Vice President of Broadway In Chicago

and Betty Lerner, Past CYA Commaodore and Publisher of Yachting
in Chicago Magazine. Joining Jerry Metzger, Past
CYA Commodore, as announcer was Vince Gerasole,
Feature Reporter for CBS Chicago, who provided
much background information on the plays and

- boats.

As always, thanks go to the Chicago Police Marine

Unit for leading off the parade of boats with not just
one boat, but two! The US. Coast Guard also helped lead off the
boats, and the Chicago Fire Department had their new boat at the
start of the parade with a second boat providing a water fountain
off the southeast corner of Navy Pier. Once again, the Color Guard
boat was Floating Interest with Sea Scouts from SHIP #5709,
Rickover Naval Academy. Skipper Phil Denemark and first mate
Lynn have been in Venetian Night since |999. These units have led
the parade for many years, but the additional boats and the location

lent a distinctly professional air to the event,

MOST IMPORTANTLY: THANK YOU BOATERS
AND PARTICIPANTS!
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1T*TPLACE: BRETWALDA - BOAT #12

Bretwalda is manned by Sea Scout SHIP 5886 of Uptown
Christian School. Their vessel honored one of Broadway in
Chicago's most popular musicals, Wicked, which debuted on
Broadway in October 2003. The judges noted particularly the
fabulous timepiece, the exquisite costumes and the menacing
dragon. The Scouts featured the song “One Short Day” from
the musical. The vessel was skippered by Randy and Rosalie
Johnson with Sea Scout Commodore Tim Harrington.

ST PLACE CYA AWARD WINNER

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD: BRETWALDA - BOAT #12
In this first ever award, the results were overwhelmingly for
Bretwalda, representing the musical Wicked. This was the first

time that this Sea Scout SHIP has entered the Venetian Night Boat
Parade. SHIP 5886 is led by Randy and Rosalie Johnson and is one
of the larger and more active SHIPs in the Chicago area. The set was

designed and built by the scouts themselves over several weeks, and

they each selected their own costumes for the parade
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By Dominic Irpino Family & Poker Run Committee

THE MOMENTUM CONTINUES...

As has been the case every year, there was
snow on the ground when the Poker Run
Committee first met ta begin ramping up
for Chicage Corinthian Yacht Club's 4%

year ol hosting the event. We mel to plan
tor our best year yet by discussing where we could improve and

by focusing on what worked well,

Month alter month and meeting after meeting, the Committee
started malding what we were hoping would be our best year and
even! to date - and it was! Before the Poker Run was re-vitalized
and hosted by the Corinthian Yacht Club, the Event would raise
between $10,000 and $20.000, which is a respectable amount for
any fundraising event, Since hosting the Poker Run and Afier Party
al Corinthian, donations have steadily increased,

The Commnittee learned shortly alter
It you would like to donate
[0 our cause and give
Leukemia and other
Blood-related Cancers a kick
in the A**

the first meeting that the cousin of
one ol our members was diagnosed
with lymphoma at only |5 months
ol age. Comumittee members
honded together and galvanized

to set the highest goal 1o date of
$100,000, This was a rall task, bu

Please go to: httpz/ /www.
leukemiacup.org/pages/1l/
pri4

the Committee moved lorward evien
thongh we faced a few challenges

early on. By changing a few aspects

of our event and adding a few items
as well, in the end we were able 1o raise over $100,000 1o surpass
onur goal!

The Corinthian Spirit was in full form for the Poker Run. We were
honared to be joined by our youngesi hero, Danica and her family
at the event's festivities and were inspired by the Uetz [amily sharing
their story ol courage, perseverance, and love. The actual Poker Run
I\:l’)i ()1‘]. Iy a _grt-‘al slart \-‘\-’]TI'I gf)()d \N’(’fﬂ'l](ﬂ' ?]I]d .‘1('('()111”10{131 irlg 5€as.
Captains and their crews traveled to 4 dilferent harbors to select
random poker cards al each harbor and then returned to Corinthian
to get their last card and form their poker hand. Following the
Poker Run, over 2440 attendees rocked the night away with live
mmsic, ]mssvd a|'rpt‘li?.¢.:rs_ a gourmel buftet, silent auction, and a

crowd-favorite game called Heads/ Tails.

The day and evening were a huge snccess, and
we could not have achieved this without the
help of our sponsors including the Corinthian
Yacht Club who made a financial contribution,
Chef Dean [rom the Corinthian galley, and the
Poker Run Committee: Susan Nilsson, Matalie Holiday, Sara Dunn,
Dante Ciccone, Justin Ross, Mark Fastabend, Joe Petraveta, and
Miranda Wassef This year's Poker Run broke record numbers in
regards to: captains, crew, poker hands, after party attendance, and
money raised. We are already looking forward to improving nexi
year, continuing the momentum and making a big difference in
the fight against blood related cancers,

Thank you o all whe attended, donated, and sponsored a caprain/
team for making this possible! It was a truly special event, and we

could not have done it without you!
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